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materially altered the conditions of the Budget The
Empire has to allot incomes to its component States, and
to take back a portion of those incomes as contributions to
the Imperial Budget It is therefore impossible to establish
the debit and credit of each individual State unless the
Imperial Budget be settled and brought out a good while
previously. In other words: since it has been determined
to divide the surplus of the Customs' Dues and Tobacco
Duty amongst the Federal German States, after deducting
130 millions of marks for the Empire, it is in the highest
degree desirable to settle the Imperial Budgets for a longer
period than one year, in order that the individual States
may be enabled to make a correct estimate of the sums
which are to be placed at their disposal out of the surplus.
It is in the interest of a well-managed financial adminis-
tration that the individual States should not detain in their
Exchequers sums of. money, confided to their keeping, but
which they are hindered from using because they do not
know what part of the funds in question may be claimed by
the Empire. Were the Imperial Budget fixed for two years,
it would be possible to keep the Imperial finances and
those of the individual States distinct, as they should be,
and, by means of these latter, to put the population of
Germany at large in possession of the benefits which should
have accrued to it from Financial Reform. The prolonga-
tion of Parliament's legislative period bears close relation to
that of the Budget period. It will be pretty generally
admitted, in principle, that it is by no means agreeable to
be compelled to dance attendance upon the ballot-box
every three years; and all those who wish for a vigorous
Parliament could scarcely fail to be delighted if the Deputies
of the Realm were elected for a longer period than they
are at present. As for the people, it is heartily weary of so